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**EEMMBBAARRGGOOEEDD  UUNNTTIILL  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  66TTHH,,  22000099  AATT  99::0000  AA..MM..  

CCBBCC  --  AALLBBEERRTTAA  HHEEAALLTTHHCCAARREE  PPOOLLLL::  

“Unacceptable to Make Cuts to Healthcare; No Confidence in 
Government to Make the Right Choices” 

 

This survey was conducted for CBC Alberta for their special series: "Alberta 

Check-up: Assessing the State of Healthcare" airing Monday, October 

5th to Friday, October 9th on CBC Radio One in Calgary 99.1FM. The 

survey took place between September 18th and 23rd, 2009 by telephone utilizing 

a random digit dial sample, ensuring all adult Albertans had an equal chance of 

being selected. This representative cross-section of 804 adult Albertans is 

accurate to within +/ -3.5 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. In 

other words, if the entire adult population of Alberta  had been surveyed, the 

results of such a census would not differ from this poll of 804 residents by more 

than plus or minus 3.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.  

 
A recent poll of Albertans conducted for CBC by NRG Research Group shows that most 
Albertans believe it is unacceptable to make cuts to the healthcare system (61%), while 

only 27% would be fine with some cuts in certain circumstances and less than one in 
ten (9%) say it acceptable to make cuts at this time. [See Figure 7]  
 

Opposition to cutbacks in healthcare stem partly from a lack of confidence in the 
Governmentôs ability to make cuts without sacrificing quality in the systemðseven in ten 
Albertans (70%) are not confident the Government can make cuts and retain quality in 

the system, while 29% express some confidence. [See Figure 8]  
 
Lack of confidence in the Governmentôs ability to trim healthcare expenditures is 

widespread in Edmonton (66%) and Calgary (69%), but it is even lower outside the two 
major centers (where 73% say they have very  little or no confidence cuts can be made 
without sacrificing quality).  
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Bruce Cameron, the pollster who designed and analyzed the poll for CBC, noted: 

 
ñThe difficulty of adjusting healthcare expenditures or trimming some parts of 
the system will be made much harder by Albertansô glaring lack of confidence in 

the ability of this government to make cuts appropriately. If the Government of 
Alberta chooses to cut some healthcare costs, it will be battling not only 
opponents of the cutsðand there are many of themðbut also its own perceived 

incompetence to decide what to cut.ò 
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For more information or an interview, contact: 
 

Bruce Cameron     Del Simon 
NRG Research Group    CBC Calgary 
Cell:  (403) 850-4068    Phone: 403-521-6008 

E-mail:  rbc@return-on-insight.ca  Email: del.simon@cbc.ca 
www.return-on-insight.ca 
twitter@returnoninsight 

 

CBC Alberta Healthcare Poll by NRG Research Group September 2009

Acceptability of Making Cuts to 

Healthcare

No, it is unacceptable to 
make cuts to healthcare

Maybe make cuts in some 
circumstances

Yes, it is acceptable to make 
cuts to healthcare

ñDo you think it would be acceptable to make cuts to healthcare spending, maybe in some 
circumstances make cuts, or do you think it is unacceptable to make cuts to healthcare spending ?ò

Unsure
Base: Total Alberta (804) 

Figure 7
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Confidence in Government to 

Cut Healthcare Budget Deficit

Confidence  in ability to 
cut healthcare without 

negatively affecting 
healthcare quality                                            

(2% Unsure)

ñHow confident are you that the Government of Alberta can recover the budget shortfall in 
healthcare without negatively affecting the quality of healthcare?ò

Base: Total Alberta (804) 

70% 29%

Figure 8

 

CBC Alberta Healthcare Poll by NRG Research Group September 2009

Confidence in Government to 

Cut Healthcare By Region

Edmonton

(1% Unsure)

Base: Total Alberta (804) 

66%

69%

32%

29%

73%
26%

Other Alberta                                         
(2% Unsure)

Calgary                                            
(2% Unsure)

ñHow confident are you that the Government of Alberta can recover the budget shortfall in 
healthcare without negatively affecting the quality of healthcare?ò

Figure 9

 


